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FUTURE IS NOW 
International Masterclass 

for Composers 

 
In Co-Operation with 

Sibelius Acadamy and 

Thornton School of Music 

 
Teacher 

Andrew Norman 

 

Havina String Trio 

 
Sunday 6 Oct 2024 

At 2 pm 

Tuira Church 

Oulu, Finland  



PROGRAM 
 

Niki Main (s. 1999) 

Sunrise as an Eye (2024) 

 

Sofia Kiviniemi (b. 2003) 

alert (2024) 

 

AyŘe Pĕnar ¥zaslan (b. 1995) 

L'appel du vide (2024) 

The Call of the Void 

 

Nino Hellberg Håkansson (b. 1998) 

Stryka (2024) 

Stroking 

 I Medhårs 

  Along the Grain 

 II Mothårs 

  Against the Grain 

 

Siyeol Ju (b. 1995) 

Palette I (2024) 

 

Alan Mackwell (b. 1998) 

Panhandle Ephemera (2024) 

 

Itzam Zapata (b. 1989) 

Fade in Ye Bass (2024) 

 
 Havina String Trio 

 Heidi Ilmolahti, violin 

 Johanna Tuikka, viola 

 Oliver Erlich, cello  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TEACHER  



Award Winner Several Times Over 
 

The teacher of the UML International Masterclass 

for Composers, Mr. Andrew Norman (b. 1979)  

has been praised as ôthe leading American composer of his 

generationõ by the Los Angeles Times, and ôone of the most 

gifted and respected composers of his generationõ by the New 

York Times. 
Andrew Normanõs work draws on an eclectic mix of 

sounds and performance practices. By turns experimental and 

traditional, lyrical and thorny, intimate and epic, rigorously 

structured and freely intuitive, Andrewõs music casts a wide 

sonic and conceptual net in order to explore, reflect, challenge, 

and address the experiences of our own time.   

Several most distinguished symphony orchestras in the 

United States and Europe have commissioned works from 

Andrew Norman and he has been awarded The Grawemayer 

Award, the Rome Prize, the Berlin Prize and a Guggenheim 

Felloship. He has appeared as Composer-in-Residence with 

several American symphony orchestras.  

His orchestral work, Sustain, earned conductor Gustavo 

Dudamel and the Los Angeles Philharmonic a Grammy for their 

Deutsche Grammophon recording. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Andrew Norman.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STUDENTS 

  



Master of Word, Voice and Note Sheet 
 

Niki Main (b. 1999) is a countertenor, composer, and poet 

based in Finland and the US. They are pursuing their Masterõs 

Degree at the Sibelius Academy where they study composition 

with Veli-Matti Puumala and Riikka Talvitie and voice with Ulla 

Raiskio.  

Recent composing projects include premieres with the 

Avanti! Chamber Orchestra, FRONT International Triennial, 

Musaics of the Bay, NYKY Ensemble, and as composer-performer 

at Musica Nova Helsinki 2023. Additionally in 2024, they have 

worked as an arranger with Katarina Barruk and the Lapland 

Chamber Orchestra and as a poet in residency at Tekstin talo 

hosted by UrbanApa.  

Their first opera, It Takes a Childõs Imagination, 

premiered with Yolanda Harding in June 2024, made Nikiõs 

debut of combining in a single project their triple threat artistry 

as composer, performer, and librettist. Other recent stage 

productions include performing John Cageõs Songbooks at 

Viitasaari Time of Music with Joan La Barbara and the roles of 

Honour in Purcellõs King Arthur and Liberto, Lucano, Littore, and 

2nd Famigliare in Monteverdiõs Lõincoronazione di Poppea with 

the Sibelius Academy Opera. 

Upcoming projects include performing as a soloist with 

the Sibelius Academy Orchestra in September 2024, premieres 

as composer-performer with EMO ensemble in October 2024 

and of a new chamber opera at Musica Nova Helsinki in 

February 2025, and a premiere with the Ostrobothnian Chamber 

Orchestra in April 2025. 

  



About their piece Sunrise as an Eye (2024) the composer 

says: 

 

As a foreigner in Finland, one of the most common questions 

people ask is whether I mind the darkness. I'm not a morning 

person, so I've enjoyed that I can still watch the sunrise during 

the winters.  

 

I've written a poem to accompany the music: 

 

an eye opens 

and breaks the day 

hides under its shell 

squirms a bit rolls back 

& bursts out into the light 

it tears 

 

behind its surface 

hidden 

elongates a pool of darkness and salt 

basks in its untimed restless state loving 

the late sunrise all the more 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Niki Main.   


